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INFORMATION SHEET FOR RESEARCH PROJECT 
 

11 August 2023 
 
Project Title:   Pragma<cs and Crea<ve Wri<ng 
 
Principal Inves<gators:  Professor Billy Clark 
  billy.clark@northumbria.ac.uk 
 
  Professor Tony Williams 
  tony.williams@northumbria.ac.uk 
 
Thank you for taking the Ame to consider whether you would like to take part in this study. 
 
This document contains informaAon on the study and indicates how you can find out more. 
 
Aims of the project: 
 
This project explores connections between pragmatics and creative writing, exploring in 
particular: 
  

a. how ideas from pragmatics (about how we communicate in specific contexts) can 
help us understand and develop creative writing practice 

  
b. how ideas from and investigations of creative writing practice can help develop 

pragmatic theories 
  
At this stage, we plan to carry out research with questionnaires and focus groups to find out 
about the extent to which participants who are current BA and MA students: 
  

a. are aware of pragmatic theories and ideas developed as part of these 
  
b. have experience of creative writing 
  
c. think that ideas from pragmatics could be helpful for creative writing 
 
d. think that ideas from creative writing could be helpful for pragmatics 

  
Within the questionnaire and focus group activities, we will introduce some ideas from 
pragmatics and ask participants to take part in brief activities designed to illustrate some 
ways in which they could be applied in creative writing practice. 
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We will then ask participants to comment on their experience with these and to consider 
how useful they think activities like these are likely to be. 
 
Within the quesAonnaire, we will ask parAcipants whether they would be interested in 
taking part in focus group discussions. 
 
At the start of both the quesAonnaire and the focus group discussion, we will explain the 
term pragmaAcs as we are using it in this project. 
 
Time commitment involved: 
 
QuesAonnaire: 
 
We expect that you will complete this within 15 minutes. 
 
Focus groups: 
 
These discussions will last up to one hour. 
 
What will the ques<onnaire involve? 
 
If you agree to complete the quesAonnaire, we will ask you quesAons designed to: 
 

a. indicate your exisAng awareness, understanding and experience of pragmaAcs and 
creaAve wriAng 
 

b. provide iniAal evidence on how posiAvely you view the possibility of applying ideas 
from pragmaAcs in work on creaAve wriAng (pracAce and discussion of wriAng) 

 
c. ask you to comment on the perceived usefulness of acAviAes which we will explain 

within the quesAonnaire 
 
This should take you up to 15 minutes to complete. 
 
What will the focus group discussion involve? 
 
If you agree to take part in a focus group discussion, we will ask you to: 
 

a. share your thoughts on the quesAons which the project focuses on and which we 
will remind you of at the start of the session 

 
b. take part in some acAviAes applying the ideas of the project 

 
c. comment on the acAviAes you take part in 

 
d. share any other thoughts you have on the project 
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The focus group discussions will last between 45 minutes and one hour. 
 
Are there any risks involved in taking part in this project? 
 
We are not aware of any significant risks involved in taking part in the project. 
 
Why should I take part? 
 
We hope that you will find the project interesAng and that you will enjoy thinking about it 
and discussing the ideas. 
 
You will also be helping us to develop the project and to develop new materials which we 
hope will be useful for students, teachers (of creaAve wriAng and other subjects) and 
creaAve writers. 
 
What if I decide to withdraw from the project? 
 
You have the right to withdraw from the project at any stage before 31 December 2023, 
when we will begin to publish our findings.  
 
You can do this by sending us an email at one of the email addresses above. 
 
Will my par<cipa<on be anonymous? 
 
Only members of the research team will see your idenAfying details (name and email 
address).  
 
We will not reveal anything which could reveal your idenAty in any talks, publicaAons or 
other materials arising from the project. 
 
For the quesAonnaires, each parAcipant will be assigned an idenAfier code so that we can 
idenAfy your responses if you email us asking to withdraw. 
 
For the focus group discussions, we will ask you to complete a form which we will digiAse 
and then store securely on Northumbria University drives. We will destroy hard copies of the 
consent forms. 
 
How do I find out more about the project? 
 
We will provide more informaAon about the project to you if you request it aXer we have 
analysed the data. We will also share findings via our project website at: 
 
hYps://northumbriaenglish.org/pragmaAcs-and-wriAng-project-page/ 
 
Can I ask you ques<ons? 
 
If you have quesAons at any Ame, please email us at the addresses above. 


